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Abstract of JP2000285863 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a low-pressure discharge lamp suppressing deterioration of 
electron emitting characteristics of an electrode and prolong its life during the operation. SOLUTION: 
This low-pressure discharge lamp is provided with a pair of starting electrode 4 attached with an 
electron emitting substance of a low work function composed of an oxide, a pair of stable discharge 
electrodes 5 attached with a diamond fine particle of a work function higher than the starting electrode 
4 and a electrodes switching part 6 between the starting electrodes 4 and the stable discharge 
electrodes 5. By electrically switching the starting electrodes 4 and the stable discharge electrodes 5 
with the electrodes switching part 6, discharge is conducted. 
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